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724             General Ponsoriby to Mr. Gladstone
OSBORNE. December 31. 1880.
The Queen hopes the next appointment to a place in your
Government will be made from the party of the Moderate Liberals.
725  (Copy)   Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
Dec. 31. 1880.
Mr. Gladstone presents his humble duty to Your Majesty and
prefaces his report of the proceedings of the Cabinet today with
offering to Your Majesty his fervent good wishes on the occasion
of the New Year for Your Majesty's health and happiness, during
its continuance and through many future years. . . .
726                Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (2) III, 178.)
OSBORNE. Jan. i. 1881.
. . . She thanks him for his good wishes & prays that the many
clouds which now surround the political Horizon & her Empire
may by God's blessing be dispelled & that Mr. Gladstone may be
guided by Him to do what is just & right ! She wishes him & his
family a happy New Year. . . .
727                Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
OSBORNE. Jan. i. 1881.
The Queen was glad to learn from Mr. Gladstone the decision
arrived at in the last two Cabinet Councils & while concurring in
the expression of regret that the state of Ireland makes it neces-
sary to use coercive measures, feels bound to add that she thinks
an earlier recognition of this necessity would have checked the
evil before it reached its present formidable aspect.
The opponents of all proposals for Coercion in Ireland have been
encouraged in their attitude by the belief that two Members at
least of the Ministry sympathised with them & the Queen therefore
rejoices to learn that Mr. Bright & Mr. Chamberlain unite with the
other Members of the Govt. in their desire to suppress sedition &
disorder.
It is satisfactory to learn that the Land Bill under consideration
does not contemplate any interference with the basis of property